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COVER IMAGE
Blue Turquoise Dance with Purple Red, 11 2013-1 2014 (detail), 2014  | acrylic on canvas  |  160 x 160 cm



Over the past few years, Schaberl has developed a se-
ries of paintings entitled Zentralformen (central forms). 
These seemingly monochromatic images directly ad-
dress the nature of painting as a material practice. 
Rather than using this medium to create illusory space, 
Schaberl has opted to investigate the relationship that 
develops through the interaction of paint, light and the 
viewer. 

At the centre of the artist’s practice is an alchemical 
investigation of colour and the way in which it behaves. 
He pushes the boundaries of our knowledge about 
the properties of colour and its interaction with light 
– without light there is no colour, yet here, Schaberl 
reminds us of the importance of the viewer and their 
perspective. The sophistication and complexity of the 
work suggests that the viewer plays an integral role in 
its interpretation.

Schaberl applies 50-70 razor-thin layers of multi-col-
oured pigments to each painting. The use of special-
ized Iriodine pigments endows the paintings with an 
elusive depth and mesmerizing quality: the colours 
keep changing depending on the observer’s point of 

view. Schaberl focuses attention on the hue and the 
tonality of colour whose modulations are given value 
through the agency of light. He continuously probes 
the layering and transparency of the applied colours 
and explores to what extent light and changing points 
of view will alter the intensity of the colours and our 
perception of them. 

As the artist explains, “The colours I want to achieve 
are always undefinable, never just blue or red or yel-
low or green, but always unseizeable.” The colour and 
spatial effect changes in the viewer’s sensory experi-
ence of the images, then, reveal the interactivity of the 
works. The playful nuances of colour and light dance 
just outside the observer’s grasp. Freed from the limits 
of categorization, the experience of colour is constant-
ly fresh and compelling: “This is what attracts me and 
makes me go on exploring this colour universe.”



ZF light blue-silver-turquoise dance with lavender an hidden red 4-5 2015 (210x)  3 views



ZF Green Dance with Dark Red Rust and Blue, 6-8, 2014  |  acrylic on canvas – 2 views  |  160 x 160 cm



ZF Light Green Dance with Peach and Pink, 6-7, 2014  | acrylic on canvas – 2 views  |  130 x 130 cm



ZF Green Dance with Blue Purple Copper, II 2013-2, 2014  | acrylic on canvas – 3 views  |  160 x 160 cm



ZF Soft Phtalogreen Dance with Aubergine, 12 2013-2,  2014  |  acrylic on canvas – 3 views  |  160 x 160 cm



ZF Light Golden Green Dance with Peach, II 2013-1, 2014  |  acrylic on canvas  |  160 x 160 cm



ZF Blue Turquoise Dance with Purple Red (detail), 11 2013-1 2014, 2014  |  acrylic on canvas  |  160 x 160 cm



ZF Red Golden Dance with Umbra, 12 2012-2, 2014  |  acrylic on canvas – 3 views  |  160 x 160 cm



ZF Royal damask dance with hidden neon green 3-4 2013 (160x) detail



ZF Full Purple Dance with Emerald, 12 2012-2, 2013  | acrylic on canvas – 3 views  |  160 x 160 cm



ZF Emerald Green Dance with Metallic Blue, 1-2, 2013  | acrylic on canvas – 3 views  |  160 x 160 cm



ZF Deep Purple Dance with Dark Petrol 4-6, 2012  | acrylic on canvas – 2 views  |  160 x 160 cm



ZF light green dance with copper on soft silver grey 11 2011-1 2012 (160x) 4views



ZF Green Dance with Red 9-10, 2009 | acrylic behind hardened glass | Diameter: 118 cm, three front and three back views



Installation view of the glass facade created by Robert Schaberl for the Technical University of Graz, Austria.



Installation view of ZF Golden Dance with Sunlight 7-8, 2009 (210 x 210 cm) and ZF Purple Dance with Red-Copper-Gold 7-8, 2011 (290 x 290 cm) 
at the Vasarely Museum, Budapest, Hungary.



Installation view of ZF Bluepearl 6-11, 2006 (290 x 290 cm) and ZF Green Blue Gold 5-7, 2007 (290 x 290 cm) at Liaunig Museum Austria.



ZF Green Dance with Blue 5-8, 2014 (160 x 160 cm) and ZF Warm Green Dance with Red and Copper 7 2014-32015 (160 x 160 cm) 
at Loft8, Vienna, Austria.
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